Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
Application No. 10/629,359 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (original): A depolarizer comprising: 

a second birefringent plate having a thickness which continuously changes in a direction 
of an optical axis of the second birefringent plate; and 

a third birefringent plate having a thickness which continuously changes in a direction of 
45 degree with respect to an optical axis of the third birefringent plate; 

wherein the second birefringent plate is stuck on the third birefringent plate so that a 
reduction direction of the thickness of the second birefringent plate and a reduction direction of 
the thickness of the third birefringent plate are opposite to each other. 

2. (original): A depolarizer as claimed in claim 1, comprising; 

a first birefringent plate having a thickness which continuously changes in a direction 
perpendicular to an optical axis of the first birefringent plate; 

wherein the first birefringent plate is stuck on the second birefringent plate so that a 
reduction direction of the thickness of the first birefringent plate and the reduction direction of 
the thickness of the second birefringent plate are opposite to each other. 

3. (original): A depolarizer as claimed in claim 1, comprising a fourth birefringent 
plate having a thickness which continuously changes in a direction of -45 degree with respect to 
an optical axis of the fourth birefringent plate; 

wherein the fourth birefringent plate is stuck on the third birefringent plate so that a 
reduction direction of the thickness of the fourth birefringent plate and the reduction direction of 
the thickness of the third birefringent plate are opposite to each other. 

4. (original): A depolarizer as claimed in claim 1, comprising: 

a first birefringent plate having a thickness which continuously changes in a direction 
perpendicular to an optical axis of the first birefringent plate; and 
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a fourth birefringent plate having a thickness which continuously changes in a direction 
of -45 degree with respect to an optical axis of the fourth birefringent plate; 

wherein the first birefringent plate is stuck on the second birefringent plate so that a 
reduction direction of the thickness of the first birefringent plate and the reduction direction of 
the thickness of the second birefringent plate are opposite to each other; and 

the fourth birefringent plate being stuck on the third birefringent plate so that a reduction 
direction of the thickness of the fourth birefringent plate and the reduction direction of the 
thickness of the third birefringent plate are opposite to each other. 

5. (original): A depolarizer as claimed any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein each of the 
first to fourth birefringent plates is composed of a selected one of crystal, calcite, mica, 
magnesium fluoride, YV04, and rutile. 

6. (original): A spectroscope comprising: 

the depolarizer claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, which is positioned at a previous 
stage of a spectroscopic device; 

wherein a reduction direction of the thickness of the second birefringent plate and a 
dispersion direction of the spectroscopic device intersect orthogonally with each other. 

7. (original): A spectroscope as claimed in Claim 6, wherein a light incident surface 
of the second birefringent plate is inclined with respect to an incident direction of the light in the 
depolarizer. 

8. (currently amended): A spectroscope as claimed in claim 6, wherein a light 
passes through the spectroscopic device at several times. 

9. (original): A polychromater comprising: 

the depolarizer claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, which is positioned at a previous 
stage of a spectroscopic device; and 

an one-dimensional optical detector for detecting an output light of the spectroscopic 
device, in parallel. 
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